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BOOK REVIEWS. 



History of Henrico Parish and Old St. John's Church, Rich- 
mond. Moore. Richmond, Va., 1904. Pp. 745. Illustrated. 

The activity which is now being shown in Virginia in the publication ot 
church histories and of parish records is very encouraging. In our last 
number we noticed the newly printed history of Bruton parish, Williams- 
burg, and the forthcoming edition of the parish register of St. Peter's, 
New Kent, and now we have before us the most elaborate account ever 
prepared of any Virginia church or parish. 

St. John's, as Richmond's only colonial church and as the scene of 
Patrick Henry's famous " Liberty or Death " speech, needs no other ref- 
erence to emphasize the importance of its history. The work just com- 
pleted has been in progress for some time under the charge of a com- 
mittee of the vestry with Mr. J. Staunton Moore as editor and compiler. 
Mr. Moore is author of several sections of the book. 

As the first extant vestry book only extends from 1730 to 1773, and as 
there is no early register of births, &c, it has required untiring patience 
and indefatigable labor to collect the great mass of interesting details 
which has been presented in this volume. The character and extent of 
the history will be best seen by a summary of the table of contents. 
This shows that there is a preface by Rt. Rev. L. W. Burton, followed by 
"Annals of Henrico Parish " by the same gentleman. Next comes the 
history of the church from 1884 to 1904, by Mr. Moore; biographical 
sketches (with portraits) of the various bishops of Virginia and rectors 
of the parish; a list of vestrymen, Patrick Henry's famous speech, Bishop 
Randolph's address on the occasion of the 150th anniversary of the 
church, the address of Hon. W. W. Henry (grandson of Patrick Henry and 
the writer of his life) delivered at the same time; lists of pewholders, 
heads of families and communicants, marriages from 1682 to 1904, bap' 
tisms from 1815 to 1904, and burials from 1826 to 1904. Next comes one 
of the most valuable sections of the book, containing copies of all of the 
very numerous epitaphs in the churchyard. This patriotic, but most labor- 
rious work was done by Mr. R. A. Brock, and with the exception of a 
similar list in regard to Blandford, Petersburg, which has been printed 
in the William and Mary Quarterly, and another of Bruton, is the only 
instance of the kind in Virginia. The history ends with a reprint of the 
old vestry book 1730-1773, which was also edited by Mr. Brock. 

It will be seen from this list of contents how full of value and interest 
the book must be, and when work towards such a praiseworthy end has 
been done, it is with great reluctance that any criticism is made. But 
there are defects which it would not be proper to overlook. 
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In the first place there are too many typographical errors. The list 
of marriages from 1682 to 1765 is compiled from the county records, and 
the record of marriages in the county is obyiously very imperfect. Of 
course, the compilers are not to blame for this and deserve thanks for 
collecting the scattered memoranda. In addition to obvious errors in 
transcribing, such is the statement on page 22s, that Priscilla Baugh was 
a granddaughter of Col. William Byrd (she certainly was not) and the 
record on the same page of the marriage of Thomas Farrar and Kath- 
erine Perrin, in both 1686 and 1691, there are a number of errors which 
are plainly misprints. On page 226 for U'orham read Worsham, on page 
229 for Collivel and Gramarvin read Colliwell and Gramarin. On page 
232, the marriage of William Lownes to " Glinn Wormeley, Annah 
Mary" surely has a mistake somewhere, as has also that of General Wing- 
field Scott to "Mayo, D. Marian, daughter of Col. John Mayo." On 
page 233 for Douthal read Douthat, and on page 237 for Bochins read 
Bocfcius. 

These occasional typographical errors are, however, trifles when com- 
pared with the chief defect of the book. It will hardly be credited that 
there should be in a modern book three hundred and forty pages, almost 
entirely of names, and that the index should contain 110 reference to any 
name on these pages. Yet such is the case. Beginning with the list of 
pewholders on page 189, and extending on through " Heads of Familes," 
"Communicants," "Marriages," "Births" and "Burials" the reader 
reaches the very valuable " Inscriptions," a section which ends on page 
529. So far as a careful examination of the index shows, there is no ref- 
erence to any of these sections, which, beyond all other parts of the 
book, need indexing. 

In spite of these imperfections the " History of Henrico Parish " is a 
book of great value and interest, and one which has already had and 
will continue to have a large sale. It is published in two forms, large 
and small paper. 

There are about forty illustrations, most of them full page, which add 
much to the attractiveness of the book. And, what cannot always be 
said about publications of this kind, they really illustrate the text. 



Thomas Hord, Gentleman. Born in England, 1701. Died in Vir- 
ginia, 1766. A Supplement to the Genealogy of the Hord Family. 
By the Rev. Arnold Harris Hord, rector of St. Michael's Church, 
Germantown. Philadelphia, Pa., Anno Domini MDCCCCI1I, pp. 
30. Illustrated. 

Some years ago we reviewed the Genealogy of the Hord Family, by 
the author of the supplement now published. 

The handsome little book now printed goes into fuller detail in 
r egard to "Thomas Hord, of the parish of St. Anne's in the County of 
Essex and Colony of Virginia, Gent.," as he is styled in a deed, dated 



